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Composition and abundance of zooplankton in the Gulf of Thailand
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MANANARLIzNe NANHIHNENIILeIAITNAY AN LATNIaTININTasLNadTnaudndlugalne
Faatvunasinaudndgniiviagldgeainunasinaufnuinsdniiuinsinnliangs (duduguenans 30
IURLNAT TUIAATENNTEA 300 TuIATHAT) AN UKL ANYTELUNRLNA1WIL 49 80T Tugendnadud 17 Ravnan
09 20 AueneW W.A. 2561 Wuuwasriaeaudnd 58 ngu tag calanoid copepod Lunguinnungaaniiudndou
{INN91 20% BRIUNATRaWTNATUIMUYNADIE WU cyclopoid copepod MUBUBY LAY thaliacea HILNgHLAY
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Abstract

Zooplankton is an important link in the food chain by transferring energy from primary producer to
higher consumer leading to the production of fishery. This study aims to determine composition, abundance
and biomass of zooplankton in the Gulf of Thailand. Zooplankton samples were collected by vertical or
oblique tow of a plankton net (30-diameter, 300 Llm mesh) equipped with a flowmeter at 49 stations during 17
August 2018 to 20 September 2018. A total of 58groups of zooplankton were identified. Calanoid copepod
was the most abundant group accounting more than 20% of total composition at almost every station,
whereas other dominant groups including cyclopoid copepod, chaetognath, and thaliacean dominated at
different stations. Abundance and biomass (biovolume) of zooplankton varied spatially, though they show
similar pattern in which high abundance and biovolume were observed at the upper and the middle of the

Gulf. Composition and abundance of zooplankton in this study shows spatial variation.
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