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Abstract



The collaborative research on distribution and abundance of families Scombridae and Engraulidae
larvae which were the main economic fish in the Gulf of Thailand was carried out by M.V. SEAFDEC 2. The
analysis samples were obtained from 73 stations during 17 August to 18 October 2018. The larval fish species
composition is described base on the analysis of samples obtained from oblique bongo net tows. The mesh
size is 500 um and the speed of wire-out and wire-in were 0.6 m/s and 0.3 m/s, respectively. Fish larvae were
sorted from all samples and identified to species when possible. A total of 3,663 larvae fish were caught in the
whole study area. The specimens have been identified, which comprise 54 families. From the 54 identified
families, 56 Scombridae represented 2% of the collected larvae. The Scombridae larvae could be classified
into 10 species including Scombridae sp., Rastrelliger sp., Euthynnus sp., E. affinis, Thunnus tonggol, T.
obesus, Auxis sp., A. thazard and Katsuwanus pelamis. The majority of Scombridae larvae were Rastrelliger
sp., accounted for 71% of Scombridae larvae. The most abundant of Rastrelliger sp. was found at station 9.
There were Engraulidae larvae that were caught, accounted for 11% of fish larvae composition. However,
small Engraulidae larvae (< 8 mm.) could not be identified at the species level. Therefore, this study,
Engraulidae larvae large sizes (> 8 mm.) were only identified. It was found that most of the large Engraulidae

larvae were Encrasicholina heteroloba and it is most abundant was at station 39.
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