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Mercury contamination in surface sediment of the Gulf of Thailand
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Abstract

Seventy-three surface sediment samples from the Gulf of Thailand (GOT), 49 and 24 stations in Thai and
Cambodian Waters, respectively, were collected during 2018 M.V. SEAFDEC?2 cruise. The results showed that
total mercury (THQ) as carbonate free basis in the sediments from both waters were in similar range. The
average THg in Thai and Cambodian waters were 32+11 and 339, with the range of 12-65 and 13-49 ug/kg
dry weight, respectively. The higher concentrations were found mainly offshore zone except of Chanthaburi
and Prachuap Khiri Khan. The high content of THg in the middle GOT implied that there are mercury sources
within the GOT rather than from the terrestrial sources. In general, mercury in the sediment is associated to

fine grain composition and organic content therein.
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