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Deck Sampling 
and Catch 
Recording 
Procedures

Cautions!!

• Before the survey begins, 
make sure that the 
equipment and working 
conditions are ready and un-
risk

• The ship crew must be 
instructed “not to remove any 
part of the catch before the 
sampling has been completed”



Deck 
Sampling 
and Catch 
Recording 
Procedures

 Remove all sea snakes and other 
venomous/dangerous animals, alive 
turtles & return to the see (record 
no. and species before release)

 Remove inorganic debris and 
plant (record)

 Remove visible larger fish & 
keep in the box

 Wash the remainder catch and 
mix with shovels



Deck 
Sampling and 

Catch 
Recording 
Procedures

 Randomly put the mixed catch in 

boxes which contain approx. same 
weight/box (not box by box but 
random), if there are larger fishes, 
putting them into the box as mentioned 
in step

 Count the number of boxes (small 
fish) & record.



A RULE OF THUMB : take 1 box out 
every 5 boxes at random for sub-
sampling, record the number of sub-
sampling boxes
Each sub-sampling box

- Weight the total catch and record

- Sorting to species level esp. food fish, 
econ. Invert.

- Others: Family or Genera levels are 
acceptable

- Do as the same in each sub-sampling 
boxes
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Counting and weighting each species or group 

in all sorted boxes

Multiply the numbers and weight of fish 

and invert. by species by “ratio of the number 

of unsorted to sorted boxes”

☺ Individually weight and count the larger fish 

in step  and 

 In case of overlap (when the same species 

occurred both in the sorted boxes of small fish 

and in the larger boxes), add the data between 

step ☺ and 
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Deck 
Sampling and 

Catch 
Recording 
Procedures

 From Step ☺ and  (in case of no 
overlap), estimates of total catch, both in 
weight and numbers by species, record 
total weight and numbers into fishing 
logsheet, convert to CPUE

Fishery Biologist must response the 
following tasks:

Collecting LFD

Others biological information (sex, 
maturity, parasites etc.)

Collecting  and preserving specimens 
for onshore studies

Collecting oceanographic data



Data Recording

• Another important aspect for researchers to create is to 
design a logsheet for recording field survey and laboratory 
data

• Examples of data sheets for population surveys are as 
follows :







THANK YOU
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